Town of Hurt Meeting Minutes
November 9, 2020

Hurt, Virginia

The Town of Hurt councilmembers held 3 meeting on Monday,

November 9, 2020 at Hurt Town Hall.
The meeting opened at 6:00 PM by Mayor Gary Hodnett with 3

quorum present.
Raoll Call

Members present were Mrs. Shirley Barksdale-Hill, Mr. Jeff Bow

ling, Mr. Colin Adams, Mr. Steve
Watson, Mrs. Rainy Clay, and Mrs. Kathy Keesee.

A motion was made to enter closed session to discuss personnel, pros
as authorized by VA FOIA § 2.2-3711 A (1)(3)(5).

Motion: Mrs. Clay Second: Mr. Watson Passage: Unanimous

Council entered closed session at 6:06 PM and concluded at 7:30 pMm.

A motion was made that only personnel, and prospective business matters were discussed during closed

session, as required by VAFOIA § 2.2-3712 D.

Motion: Mr. Watson Second: Mr. Adams

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

Invocation: Mr. Watson
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Hodnett.

Passage: Unanimous

Outcomes of Closed Session
~——LOMEs ol Llosed Session

There was nothing from closed session coming out to be presented in open session.

Consent Agenda
Mrs. Kathy Keesee reported on a correction to the October 6, 2020 minutes. Under Community

Development, the total was misprinted as $8,00 and should have been $8,000.00. The correction was
made immediate!y.

A motion was to accept the minutes from October 6, 2020, with the correction made in Community
Development.

Motion: Mrs. Barksdale-Hill Second: Mr. Watson Passage: Unanimous

Mavyor
Mayor Gary Hodnett stated he wanted to retroactively hire Holly Saunders as Full-time Clerk/Treasurer.

Motion: Mrs. Barksdale-Hill Second: Mrs. Clay Passage: Unanimous
Mayor Hodnett stated he wanted to retroactively hire Kelsie Sligh as Part-time Office Assistant.

Motion: Mrs. Barksdale-Hill Second: Mrs. Clay Passage: Unanimous



exploring other options.

The consensus of council was to continue the search for a police officer and explore other option:s.

Hearing of Citizens/Public Comment

Mr. Tim Dudley congratulated the new employees.

y introduced the idea of putting one on School Road, beside Hurt
Elementary School. Steve Watson stated it was not enough traffic to justify one on School Road and
that a sign would be a better option.

Mrs. Barksdale-Hil inquired about a policy that states you should be in good standing with the Town of
Hurt and no ordinance violations to be hired by the town. Mr. Eller stated that the Town can require
that such people must be in good standing with the Town and must have their taxes paid up to date.
The question arose as to what the definition of “good standing” involved. Mrs. Clay stated that breaking
ordinances in the Town could be 3 possible disqualification. Mr. Eller stated that non-payment of taxes
was cut and dry. In addition, he stated that we would have to find a person guilty or in violation of
breaking an ordinance, then it should be a letter sent to the person stating they are in violation of such

ordinance. If they proceed to challenge, we will have to BO 1o court. Mr. Eller said they could be found
in violation and fined.

Finance Committee
Mr. Steve Watson had nothing to report.

Mayor Hodnett reported on the 811 service that the County is covering for us now. Hodnett received
an email from the lady in Richmond. She had been sending reports to us that we had not been
receiving. We only had a few days to respond to these reports, so Mr. Reggie Harper came out and
marked utility locations. Danville uses 3 service called ESP Cable and Mayor Hodnett suggested we use




the same service to relieve Mr. Harper. The cost for his service is $1,000 per month. Mr. Watson
commented that this would be good temporarily, until Colleen learns how to mark utility locations.
A motion was made that we contract with ESP Cable to do the 811 markings.

Motion: Mr. Watson

Public Safety
Chief Mike Jones reported that Mr. Cox had sold his place on Prospect Rd.

Second: Mrs. Barksdale-Hill Passage: Unanimous

Chief Jones stated that he was well pleased with how the Town responded to the shut-down due to a
possible Covid-19 €Xposure, we never missed a beat.

Chief Jones reported that we have received a donation of stuffed animals from a local non
children in need in traumatic situations.

the class had to be cancelled but will be rescheduled in December,

Chief Jones had a comment about Mr. Lacy but withdrew the comment.

members after his return to Town Hall,

Chief Jones had to reschedule his Holiday Crime Prevention presentation to Faith Christian Academy. He
is working with Mrs. Lisa Moore to decide on another date.

Norfolk Southern reached out to Chief Jones about our overpass that is too dark. Jones stated that we
need to “spruce” it up and add wall lights. .

Chief Jones reported his concern for the potential traffic hazard at the intersection of Prospect Road and
East Hurt Road. VDOT wants to resign both above ground signage and the pavement markers. We are
not going to have to move the road but we need to change the intersection coming out, placing stop
bars to make it a more perpendicular line, extending the double yellow line 40 feet into the intersection.
This will hopefully prevent people from cutting it to close. We will have to install more yellow lines to
make it clear.

Chief Jones reported on the study for the police department that recommends optimum staffing when
we get new industry coming into town.

Chief Jones reinforced how well the Town is performing. He also stated that the Virginia Municipal
League had given him very positive feedback on how the Town is doing.




Public Works

municipality had to be billed separately.
We should be able to prorate bill to pay our part.

proper illumination,

Mr. Adams stated we need to address wha

t can be done about opening a road going to the Key
Industrial Park.

Mayor Hodnett requested that Mr. Adams coor

dinate taking care of meter readings. Billy Scruggs and
Jeff Bowling will also assist with this. Colleen

McGrath will start employment on November 10, 2020
and can also start assisting. There was a discussion about Mayor Hodnett and Billy Scruggs locating and
reading meters on Darrell Lane.

recalled this grant being received. Mr. Tim Dudley is willing to attempt to get this money back so we
could use for Street Scape project. Mr. Eller reported that Pittsylvania County took the money back and
had plans to release it the next year (basically swapping years) but we never received it. The Board of
Supervisors changed members and the three new members voted against giving the money back to us.
Mrs. Clay stated this happened around 2007-2008.

Mayor Hodnett reported we received 250 Badger Meters. We have sent a contract to Southern
Software for the integration to move forward.

Administration
Mrs. Rainy Clay had nothing to report.



Second: Mrs. Clay Passage: Unanimous

In addition, we are submitting $3,200 (Servpro bill) to Cares Funding. Th

is is for the disinfection of the
Town Hall after Covid-19 exposure and the police car.

original contract list by four firms. They were not re-
Hopefully, this will have no effect on the status of th

, 60, Y report for the water bills. He was‘happy to report that we had

ls than in the past few years. We still have some delinquent
accounts. There was a discussion on how to proceed with such accounts.

Mrs. Barksdale-Hill reminded Councilmembers
insurance benefits.
A motion was made that we pay 100%

of employee health insurance premiums and 50% of the
spouse/children portion,

Motion: Mr. Watson Second: Mrs. Barksdale-Hill Passage: Unanimous

The Meeting was adjourned at 9:10 PM.

% AQunders

Holly Sa;\mders - Clerk/Treasurer

Gary ffodnett - Mayor




